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means of the sensory nerves to the brain by molecular motion. The 
electric vital fluid becomes turbid or opaque, causing insanity. The germ 
theory is not forgotten. ** It requires no very great stretch of our imagi¬ 
nation,” says Dr. Howard, “ to conceive a germ in the fluid of the affe¬ 
rent nerves propelled by molecular motion to the organ of consciousness, 
and, while remaining in that organ, producing violent mania, said mania 
subsiding when the germ by the same process becomes removed from the 
organ of consciousness.” Verily we have here the hint to an investiga¬ 
tion worthy of the genius of a Koch or a Formad ! 

A large part of the book is taken up with a discussion of the case of 
Ilayvern, a Canadian convict, who murdered another convict named 
Salter, and for whom was set up the defence of epileptic insanity. Dr. 
Howard testified for the defence, and made out a good case for the ac¬ 
cused. He has evidently had a large experience with the insane; and 
we would accord to his clinical and medico-legal investigations in psy- 
chintry a much higher place than we have to some of his theoretical no¬ 
tions about the pathology of insanity. Much of his advice to experts is 
admirable. He shows that Hay vern was hanged as Guiteau was hanged— 
to appease society. In the trials of both, the barbarous doctrine was held 
that a knowledge of right and wrong should be made the touchstone by 
which to test sanity or insanity. We venture the opinion that one State 
hospital will more than hold all the insane of Pennsylvania who cannot 
discern between right and wrong. 

The great questions of crime and responsibility cannot too often be 
brought before the profession, when those presenting them give evidence 
of some practical familiarity with their subjects. 

Dr. Howard’s monograph is enlarged by the reproduction in full of nn 
article by Prof. William Osier on The Brains of Criminals , and another 
by Dr. James G. Kiernan on the Medico-Legal Relations of Epilepsy, 
and also by remarks of Dr. Hack Tuke and others; but, as the ballast 
in this case is valuable, we do not think that the reader need make com¬ 
plaint. C. K. M. 


Art. XXXV_ The. Student's Hand-Book of Forensic Medicine and 

Medical Police . By H. Aubrey Husband, M.B.. C.M., F.R.C.S.E., 
M.R.C.S., Lecturer on Medical Jurisprudence and Public Health in 
the Extra-Academical School, Edinburgh ; Member of the General 
Council of the University of Edinburgh, etc. etc. Fourth and revised 
edition. 12mo. pp. C04. Edinburgh : E. & S. Livingstone. London : 
Builliere, Tindall & Cox, 1883. 

Tins volume constitutes one of a series of medical lmnd-hooks, which 
of late years have become so much the fashion, both abroad ami in our 
own country. In the medical schools of Europe, where the number of 
subjects required of the student for examination, before attaining Ins de¬ 
gree, is larger than with us, the question of condensation becomes to him 
a matter of vast importance. Hence the growing demand for manuals, 
hand-books, vade mecums, and other short-cuts to the desired end, con¬ 
taining the multum in parvo. 

The fact that the present volume has reached the fourth edition speaks 
well for its merits. That so comprehensive a subject as medical juris¬ 
prudence, including also toxicology, should be discussed within so small a 
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compass, and well discussed too, so far as the limits will allow, is certainly 
no small praise for the author. We have looked through the different 
topics presented with some degree of attention, and find in each all the 
really practical important points treated in the tersest possible style. 
Certainly, there is no waste of words oh the author’s part. But the ques- 
tion is, can the student of forensic medicine thoroughly master this sci¬ 
ence by perusing such a work ns the one before us? We think not. 
Whilst it may serve as an admirable rtsumi of facts to the veteran in 
this branch of knowledge, we think the beginner would be perplexed and 
discouraged in bis investigations, from the want of proper elaboration of 
the subject. We notice, under the head of blood-stains, that no allusion 
is made to the possibility of distinguishing human blood-corpuscles from 
those of our common domestic animals, the ox, horse, sheep, and hog, as 
lias been demonstrated by Prof. Richardson of our own city. 

Other criticisms might be made in reference to omissions under various 
headings, but we incline to attribute these to the limited space allotted to 
the author. Tins, however, makes it only the worse for the student. 

More than one-third of the work is devoted to the consideration of 
medical police^ a subject pertaining to the domain of hygiene rather than 
to that of medical jurisprudence. This will be sufficiently apparent when 
we enumerate some of the topics discussed under this head : Mortality of 
the two sexes as influenced by locality, seasons, professions, marriage, 
prostitution, civilization, and intemperance; vital statistics; expectancy 
of life; ventilation; meteorology; climatology; temperature; winds; 
sewerage; water; food; clothing; epidemic diseases; and cemeteries. 
Whilst a proper knowledge of all the above subjects is confessedly impor¬ 
tant to the student of hygiene, we submit that they can hardly claim a 
place in a treatise on legal medicine. J. J. R. 


Art. XXXVI_ A Guide to the Practical Examination of Urine. By 

James Tyson, M.D., Prof, of General Pathology and Morbid Anatomy, 
University of Pennsylvania, etc. etc. Fourth Edition. Revised and 
corrected. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co., 1883. 

“ If it be true that a good wine needs no hush,” it is equally true that 
a volume of such universally recognized merit us this one needs no further 
commendation from a reviewer. 

The improvement in the fourth edition consists in the elaboration of 
the articles upon albumen and sugar, and the addition of some concise 
paragraphs upon fibrin and globulin. 

The article upon sugar has been much improved by a critical review 
of the accuracy of the tests in most common use, especially the copper 
and bismuth tests. The author remarks on the subject of the qualitative 
testing of "urine, suspected to contain :Sugar, as follows:— 

“ When I say Trommer’s test is a reliable test in my hands, I do not 
mean that it will detect the minimum of sugar recognizable in aqueous 
solutions. I meun that I can delect such quantities of sugar as ure of 
clinical significance. With all tests there are certain very evident reac¬ 
tions, and certain doubtful ones, and to interpret these last, experience 
must often he relied upon.” E. T. B. 



